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Ottawa, Illinois, April 13, 2020.  First Ottawa Bancshares, Inc. (“First Ottawa” or the “Company”) (OTC:FOTB)  the 
parent company of The First National Bank of Ottawa and divisions (American Commercial Bank & Trust, Morris 
National Bank & Trust, Streator National Bank, and Yorkville National Bank & Trust) today announced that the 
Company is participating in the SBA Paycheck Protection Program (“PPP”), an SBA loan program that helps 
businesses keep their workforce employed during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis. 

Due to extremely high demand, the Company’s banks are primarily assisting existing clients that apply for SBA PPP 
loans for up to $10,000,000 that are 100% guaranteed by the SBA. The Company is also assisting prospective clients 
that apply for SBA PPP loans, which the Company hopes will lead to new banking relationships, as well as the 
opportunity to offer new clients additional banking products and services. 

The Company expects to fund in excess of $100,000,000 in SBA PPP loans prior to the close of the program on June 
30, 2020. Businesses interested in applying for a PPP loan should refer to the Company’s websites 
(https://www.firstottawa.com/) and (https://www.ACBandT.com/). 

 

Safe Harbor Statement 

This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform 
Act of 1995. These forward-looking statements include, but are not limited to, statements about (i) future financial and 
operating results; (ii) First Ottawa’s plans, objectives, expectations and intentions and other statements contained in 
this press release that are not historical facts; and (iii) other statements identified by words such as “expects,” 
“anticipates,” “intends,” “plans,” “believes,” “seeks,” “estimates,” “targets,” “projects,” or words of similar meaning 
generally intended to identify forward-looking statements. These forward-looking statements are based upon the 
current beliefs and expectations of the management of First Ottawa and are inherently subject to significant business, 
economic and competitive uncertainties and contingencies, many of which are beyond the control of First Ottawa. In 
addition, these forward-looking statements are subject to assumptions with respect to future business strategies and 
decisions that are subject to change. Actual results may differ materially from the anticipated results discussed in 
these forward-looking statements because of possible uncertainties. 

The following factors, among others, could cause actual results to differ materially from the anticipated results or 
other expectations expressed in the forward-looking statements: (1) the assumptions and estimates used by First 
Ottawa’s management include both assumptions as to certain business decisions that are subject to change and, in 
many respects, subjective judgment, and thus are susceptible to multiple interpretations and periodic revisions based 
on actual experience and business developments, and thus, may not be realized; (2) legislative or regulatory 
changes, including changes in accounting standards, may adversely affect the businesses in which First Ottawa is 
engaged; (3) changes in the interest rate environment may adversely affect net interest income; (4) continued 
diversification of assets and adverse changes to credit quality; (5) competition from other financial services 
companies in First Ottawa’s markets could adversely affect operations; and (6) an economic slowdown that could 
adversely affect credit quality and loan originations.  

First Ottawa cautions that the foregoing list of factors is not exclusive. All subsequent written and oral forward-looking 
statements concerning other matters attributable to First Ottawa or any person acting on its behalf are expressly 
qualified in their entirety by the cautionary statements above. First Ottawa does not undertake any obligation to 
update any forward-looking statement to reflect circumstances or events that occur after the date the forward-looking 
statements are made. 
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